
Parables of Mercy – Family Day for Lent 

Based on the Parables of Mercy book, published by Our Sunday Visitor, 2015 

for the Jubilee Year of Mercy 

 

The activities below are all suggestions.  You can do some or all of the activities for your 

family day, depending on the length of your program. 

1) Opening Prayer 

Set up a prayer center with different books, including the bible displayed 

prominently with purple candles and cloth.  Use prayer centered on the reading of 

Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) – Adapted from Gathering Together, First Celebrations of 

Reconciliation and Eucharist A Family Preparation Program by Jane Regan and Mimi 

McReavy Bitzan, Loyola Press, 2003. 

Leader: Loving God, we thank you for this gift of our time together. 
May our time together be blessed. 
Help us let go of the thoughts and concerns that usually fill our minds. 
Open our hearts to your presence and love. 
May all of us become more aware of your love and mercy. 
We ask this through your Son Jesus Our Lord,  
AMEN. 
 

I want to tell you a story from the Bible about a man named Zacchaeus.  He was a tax 
collector.  He was not very popular in Jesus’ time.  Tax collectors would take more 
money than the state asked for and would keep the extra for themselves.  No one 
liked paying taxes to the Roman state.  Let us listen to his story:  (Have someone 
proclaim Luke 19:1-10) 
 
How did Jesus react to Zacchaeus?  Why did Jesus treat Zacchaeus differently than 

the crowd? 

Lord, you give us wonderful examples of your generous mercy and love for us.  Bless 

our time together as families.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

2) Invite the children of the families to gather on the floor in the front of the room.  

Read or tell the short story of “The Gift of the Magi” by O. Henry 

https://www.auburn.edu/~vestmon/Gift_of_the_Magi.html.  Ask the children if the 

ending of the story surprised anyone and why?  Why do they think that the story 

ended this way?  What is the message of the story? (Solicit help from the adults as 

needed.) Have the children return to their families. 

 

https://www.auburn.edu/~vestmon/Gift_of_the_Magi.html


3) Explain that we are celebrating a jubilee year of mercy.  Ask the group: what is 

mercy?  During this time of Lent, we are challenged to consider what it means to 

receive and give mercy.  Like the story we just heard, Jesus told many parables, or 

stories that often had surprising endings.   We are going to look at some of these 

parables today and consider what Jesus is telling us about being merciful.  You will 

see in all of these stories that having compassion is key for mercy. 

 

4) The first stories show mercy as forgiving a debt or sin.  Read or have someone 

proclaim Luke 7:36-50.   

a. Share your own story of being forgiven.   

b. Have the families each share among themselves a time when they were 

forgiven for something.  Have them share what they felt like when they were 

forgiven.   

c. Talk about how Jesus radically shares his forgiveness with all that he met, 

and kept company with sinners.  His mercy redeems human misery and he 

did not give mercy from a distance, but rather let himself be immersed in it.  

When we are forgiven, gratitude is the main reaction for receiving mercy. 

 

5) Mercy is also shown in the parables when we show love for our neighbors.  Show 

this modern day version of the Good Samaritan:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcRWg5po05E (3 minutes) 

a. Ask the group: Who might the different characters in the story be today?  

The man who was beaten?  The Priest (who first ignored the man)?  The 

Levite (who was the second to ignore the man?  The Samaritan?  In Jesus’ 

time, there was a reason that the priest and Levite might have been 

prompted to ignore the dying man.  If they touched him, they would not be 

able to offer the sacrifice for the people as they would be unclean.  The 

Samaritans were the enemies of the Jews and Jesus was really turning this 

story upside down by using these characters.  Explain that love for God does 

not automatically produce love for a neighbor in all cases, but love for one’s 

neighbor is a mirror of the love of God.  This story from 2000 years ago is so 

well known, that those who help strangers without thoughts of recompense 

are often called “good Samaritans”.   

b. Ask the group if they can share an example or two of a real life good 

Samaritan story. 

 

6) Mercy is shown in the search for someone who is lost.   

a. Read or have someone proclaim the parable of the lost sheep, Luke 10:1-7.  

In this story, the shepherd leaves the 99 sheep in the wild to go and find the 

one lost sheep.  There is much rejoicing when he finds the lost sheep.  We are 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FcRWg5po05E


all so special and precious in God’s eyes, that he would risk all to find us.  All 

of the action is done by the shepherd.  This is showing us that this grace and 

conversion of the lost sheep being found is through the action and grace of 

God, not because we deserve it.   

b. Have each family member make a sheep (craft) to remind them of how they 

are each uniquely loved by God.  Suggest that they display the sheep in their 

homes to remind themselves that each of them are loved and in need of 

mercy.  Here are some suggestions: 

i. http://www.redtedart.com/2015/01/27/tp-roll-shaun-sheep-craft/ 

ii. http://www.redtedart.com/2015/02/01/rocking-paper-plate-sheep/ 

iii. http://funcraftskids.com/sheep-lamb-crafts-wine-cork-printing/ 

iv. http://www.redtedart.com/2012/02/28/lamb-craft-activities-for-

kids/ 

v. http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/rrpreschoolsamplelostsheep.ht

ml 

 

7) Perhaps the most famous parable of forgiveness is shown in the story of the 

Prodigal Son, or perhaps better named, the Forgiving Father, Luke 15:11-32.  Either 

have some teens act out this story, or show this video or something like it: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_9OcpwVggw.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UuPCvVOEEc 

 This is radical mercy, abundant and constant.   

Lent is a time of renewal, when we are called to pray more, to forgive and to 

perform works of mercy.  As a family, what can you do? 

a. Are there people that you can pray for? 

b. Is there someone that you need to forgive?  Do you need to be forgiven?  Will you 

go to reconciliation this Lent? 

c. Have families discuss what they could do this Lent to be show mercy to someone 

else.  Consider the corporal and spiritual works of mercy listed on the handout. 

 

8) Closing Prayer 

Pray together the prayer for the Jubilee Year of Mercy.  

http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/preghiera.html  

 

Materials Needed: 

- Prayer Center 
- Handout for each family 
- Supplies for Sheep craft 

http://www.redtedart.com/2015/01/27/tp-roll-shaun-sheep-craft/
http://www.redtedart.com/2015/02/01/rocking-paper-plate-sheep/
http://funcraftskids.com/sheep-lamb-crafts-wine-cork-printing/
http://www.redtedart.com/2012/02/28/lamb-craft-activities-for-kids/
http://www.redtedart.com/2012/02/28/lamb-craft-activities-for-kids/
http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/rrpreschoolsamplelostsheep.html
http://www.daniellesplace.com/html/rrpreschoolsamplelostsheep.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J_9OcpwVggw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3UuPCvVOEEc
http://www.im.va/content/gdm/en/giubileo/preghiera.html


- Videos for Parables 
- Copy of “Gift of the Magi” story 
- Copies of closing prayer for Jubilee Year of Mercy (or project it on a power point)  



 

Parables/Stories of Mercy: 

1) Those that show forgiveness of a Debt: 

a. The two debtors and the Creditor – 

Luke 7:36-50 

b. Merciful King  and two debtors – 

Matthew 18:23-35 

2) Showing love to our neighbor: 

a. The Good Samaritan – Luke 10:25-37 

3) Searching for those who are lost 

a. Finding the Lost Sheep – Luke 15:1-7 

b. Finding the Lost Coin – Luke 15:8-10 

4) Showing true mercy 

a. The Forgiving Father – Luke 15:11-32 

Read these parables together as a family this Lent. 

 

 

Corporal Works of Mercy 

 To feed the hungry;  
 To give drink to the 

thirsty;  
 To clothe the naked;  
 To shelter the homeless;  
 To visit the sick;  
 To visit the imprisoned;  
 To bury the dead.  

Spiritual Works of Mercy 

 To instruct the ignorant;  
 To counsel the doubtful;  
 To admonish sinners;  
 To bear wrongs patiently;  
 To forgive offences 

willingly;  
 To comfort the afflicted;  
 To pray for the living and 

the dead.  
 

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03071a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/07648a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/05141a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04394a.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12345b.htm
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/04653a.htm

