
 
May 3, 2016 

 
 
 
Dear Colleagues, 

 
Youth and Young Adult Ministry is arguably the most urgent area of ministry when 

it comes to evangelization. Seventy percent of those raised Catholic will stop practicing 
their faith at some point in their lives. Almost 50 percent of them stop before they turn 18; 
and 80 percent stop before they turn 23. The dramatic exodus from our Church is 
overwhelmingly a young adult exodus. But even more importantly: our Catholic youth and 
young adults bring a vibrancy, passion, and creativity to our Church which is indispensable 
for effective evangelization in today’s world. 

 
As part of our efforts to help parishes address this challenge, we are creating a new 

position, Coordinator of Young Adult and College Ministry. The new Coordinator will work 
to foster and form parish-based young adult ministry and evangelization across the 
Archdiocese. The Coordinator will focus on empowering and equipping young adults to 
become missionary disciples who are active in their parish, share their faith, dedicate 
themselves to service, and embrace their God-given vocations. 

 
We will continue to invest heavily in Youth Ministry, but in different ways. Our 

approach to Youth Ministry is based on how blessed we are to have a large group of very 
gifted and experienced parish youth ministers. We will be supporting and collaborating 
with them in new and comprehensive ways to continue to develop evangelization-based 
youth ministry. 

 
This change in strategy will unfortunately mean saying good-bye to our colleague, 

Margaret Brogden, who has faithfully and generously served our parishes and youth 
ministry community for many years. I am sure that you join me in expressing our deep 
gratitude to her for her years of ministry. We look forward to collaborating with her as she 
moves on to serve in other parts of the Lord’s vineyard. 

 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
John W. Romanowsky, Ph.D. 
Executive Director of Evangelization 
 


